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UM LECTURER LOOKS TOWARD FUTURE FOR AMERICAN INDIANS 
MISSOULA--
Caleb Shields, a prominent Indian rights activist and Montana tribal leader, will share 
his perspective on the future of American Indians at an evening lecture Thursday, Sept. 16, at 
The University of Montana.
Shields’ talk, “A New Century of Honor for Indian Nations,” will start at 7:30 p.m. in 
the ground-floor meeting room at Missoula’s Milwaukee Station, located beside the Clark Fork 
River at 250 Station Drive. Opportunities for questions and informal conversations will follow 
the talk.
A native of Poplar and a graduate of Poplar High School, Shields chaired the Council 
of Energy Resource Tribes during 1991-97 and the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of Montana’s 
Fort Peck Indian Reservation during 1993-97. His longtime involvement with political issues 
has brought attention to and solutions for various problems between tribes and the federal 
government. In 1985, for instance, he was chief negotiator for his tribe in a water rights 
dispute that resulted in the Montana-Fort Peck Water Compact. For his contributions to 
improving the health of Indian people, Shields received distinction in 1994 from Dr. Everett 
Rhoades, a former director of the Indian Health Service.
-more-
CMRWlect.rl—2
“Caleb Shields is one of the nation’s most articulate and forceful Native American 
leaders,” said former U.S. Rep. Pat Williams. Williams is now a senior fellow at UM’s 
Carroll and Nancy Fields O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, which organized 
Shields’ visit. While on campus Shields will meet with students in three courses: Montana 
Wilderness Process, Contemporary Issues for Native Americans and Federal Indian Law.
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